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SCHOOLS — AIR CONDITIONING 

231. Hon ALISON XAMON to the minister representing the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the federal government announcement that $20 million of Building the Education Revolution funding 
will now be made available to air condition Western Australian BER buildings.  

(1) Will the money be distributed in — 

(a) equal amounts to each affected school; or 

(b) different amounts to each affected school? 

(2) If the answer to (1) is (b), what will be the criteria by which the different amounts will be distributed? 

(3) When will schools receive this money? 

(4) Will the schools be able to undertake arrangements for their own installation, or be required to use an 
identified contractor? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. An amount of $20 million has become available 
from Building the Education Revolution funding as a result of good management of the 1 008 BER projects in 
Western Australia, where those projects came in under budget. The commonwealth government has agreed to 
Western Australia’s application to use these funds to air-cool BER buildings in schools located outside the air 
cooling zone. 

(1)–(2) Funding will not be distributed to individual schools. Schools will have air cooling installed according 
to the type and number of facilities they received as part of the BER program. 

(3) Building Management and Works is currently preparing the tender documents for the installation of air 
cooling in all BER rooms, and work is anticipated to be completed in readiness for the 2012 school 
year. 

(4) I am advised by the Department of Education that it is a requirement under the Public Works Act for 
Building Management and Works and its approved agents to carry out all work on government 
buildings, including schools. 

 


